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Voter Outreach with (and for) Young People



Voter Outreach with
 and for Young People

• Setting Up 
for Success

• The WHY 
is the Thing

• Never Too 
Young or Old

• It’s ALL 
in the Details 



Civic Engagement is 
not a plated meal.  

It’s a…



What kind of civic 
engagement will you 
serve up the youth?



How?
Who?
Why?
When?
What?



How?

Your Choice: 

Relationship, or ‘hit-and-run’



How?

Anything wrong with a single event or 
volunteering/participating just once?
  
 -Not at all, but it has limits



How?

Relationship-Based Outreach:
 -‘Hand shake’ (connection to the why)
 -THEIR reasons (the young person’s)
  -What do they want/need?
  -What are their goals that you can 
    support?



Who benefits from civic 
engagement experiences?
 -Late high school (opportunities at 16)

 -Pre-registration and Student Election Judge

 -The longer you wait, the more you are
   playing catch-up



Who?
 -Younger high school (witness, P.P.)

 -Middle school (fun activities; before they 
  get too self conscious; adolescence)

 -Elementary school (what IS voting? 
   they decide; they advise the decider)



Why?
-For students, voter registration
  is the LAST step.

-Voting is but one kind of advocacy,  
  one kind of civic engagement, one 
  way to use their voice



What? (High School)

 -Inoculate against the ‘excuses’
 -#1 reason young people report that
   they don’t vote:

      “I don’t have enough information”

     



  “I don’t have enough information”

CIRCLE: 

Learning the mechanics (the how-to) of 
voting increases voter turnout the first 
time they are eligible.



Learning the mechanics (the how-to) 
of voting increases voter turnout 

the first time they are eligible.

Why?  Because in an age of instantly 
finding every fact, not-knowing ( or being 
seen or perceived that way) is worse than 

ever before.  We used to expect it.  
Now they are afraid of it.



Show them how:

1) Exposure to the real aspects of voting







Learn the Process:
KNOW:
• Yourself (learn what you care about)
• The Issues (What are laws controlling?)
• What you think about the issues
• Who is running? (What’s on My Ballot)

• Which candidates most closely match your views

https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/whats-on-my-ballot


Learn the Process:
ADVOCATE:

Once they are elected, they need to hear from you. 
(Letters, Email, Phone Calls; Petitions; Visits…)
 

Who Represents Me?

Two Schools:
Elect to follow you, or elect to do the best job they can

https://www.gis.lcc.mn.gov/iMaps/districts/


This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

Student Election Judge

Volunteer for a campaignWHAT ELSE?

Students Voting Mock Election

Youth Day at the Capitol

League of Women Voters 
Fellows Program

Youth Voter Project
Run a Pre-registration Drive

Model United Nations

Youth Advocacy Academy

Speak at a School Board Meeting

National Voter Registration Day 
at MN High Schools

Youth in Government

Vote16 MN

Minnesota Youth Council

GET INVOLVED.  GET ENGAGED.  USE YOUR VOICE.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buffet
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://www.sos.mn.gov/elections-voting/get-involved/election-judge-trainees-16-and-17-year-olds/
https://www.sos.mn.gov/elections-voting/get-involved/students-voting-statewide-mock-election/
https://www.sos.mn.gov/elections-voting/get-involved/youth-day-at-the-capitol/
https://www.lwvmn.org/youth-civic-engagement
https://www.lwvmn.org/youth-civic-engagement
https://www.youthvoterproject.org/
https://www.sos.mn.gov/elections-voting/get-involved/voter-registration-drives/
https://www.sos.mn.gov/elections-voting/get-involved/voter-registration-drives/
https://www.sos.mn.gov/elections-voting/get-involved/voter-registration-drives/
https://www.ymcanorth.org/locations/center_for_youth_voice/programs/model_united_nations
https://www.ymcanorth.org/locations/center_for_youth_voice/programs/youth_advocacy_academy
https://www.sos.mn.gov/elections-voting/get-involved/national-voter-registration-day-in-mn-high-schools-2025/
https://www.sos.mn.gov/elections-voting/get-involved/national-voter-registration-day-in-mn-high-schools-2025/
https://www.ymcanorth.org/locations/center_for_youth_voice/programs/youth_in_government
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2y63gFgP-dY
https://mnyouth.net/myc/




VOTING IS POWER
• When you don’t vote, someone else has your say

• Politicians listen to those who vote. 

• Call, write, & visit your elected representatives (all levels)

• Encourage others to register, research, and vote

• HELP others to register, research, and vote!

• Ask them, answer questions, share resources, register…

• 1st-time voters?  Ask for SHARE/SHOW/TAKE!



HOW TO RESPOND…
1. “No one asked me to.”

1. One of the top reported reasons by young people for NOT voting is that no 
one asked them to.

2. “One vote doesn’t matter.” (“My vote doesn’t count.”)
a. Your vote is your voice
b. Every large group is made up of individuals; what if everyone stayed away?
c. BIG elections, sure, but in Minnesota since AT LEAST 2015, every year had 

an election that tied or was won by one vote





HOW TO RESPOND…
3.  “There is too much on the ballot!”

a. Vote what you know and care about.  (National?  Local?  School board?)
b. Voting less than 100% doesn’t spoil your ballot
c. No one will know!  (Secret ballot)
d. The Hope:  Someday learn and vote the whole ballot.  For now, don’t worry.

4.   “I’m not into politics”
a. Politics are into you!  Laws affect you, your life, your family and community.
b. Ignore parties.  Vote ISSUES.
c. DISCUSS: Look for common ground. Ask about why/motivations rather than 

focus on difference.



HOW TO RESPOND…
5.  “I’m not voting as a protest against the system.”

a.   Silence makes no statement.  When you don’t speak, others still will.
b. “Failure to vote is not an act of protest, it’s an act of surrender.”

6.   “I don’t like any of the candidates.”
a. BE A PRIMARY VOTER.  
b. Support underdog candidates who are awesome.
c. Encourage people you know and like to run.
d. When the menu doesn’t have items you love: ordering nothing leaves you 

hungry.  Sometimes it’s about better, not great (or good).



HOW TO RESPOND…
7.   “I don’t want to look stupid.”

a. Paraphrase of the other major reason reported by young people.
b. “I’ll vote when I understand it.”  When and how will that happen???
c. Voter EDUCATION raises rate of eligible voters who actually vote. (CIRCLE) 

Students Voting.  NVRD in MN HS.



Michael Wall

Michael.Wall@state.mn.us 

651-201-6892

www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/get-involved

mailto:Michael.Wall@state.mn.us

















	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37

